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ruin, for the talukdars, having only temporary power
in the land, would not spend the necessary money, and the
Raiat, already overtaxed, could not command the capital
necessary for the purpose.

Having started the system of gradually dismissing the
old talukdars, thus abolishing the farming-out of revenue,
His Highnesses Dominions were divided into five subahs
(or counties), with 14 districts and 73 tahsils. A regular
system of measuring each field separately and assessing
it was also introduced. Under the new system, instead
of making the assessments at harvest time, when the
harvester was not allowed to. touch his crops until assess-
ment had been completed, assessment was made on a
fixed scale at a certain date, and the harvester could
dispose of his harvest when and how he chose.

A system known as Takdama, by which the cultivator
was forced to advance a part of his revenue on pain of
losing his crops was abolished. This also applied to another
pernicious system known as Batai, which meant that
Government fixed the price of grain at a price advantag-
eous to the Treasury, making all bunyas buy at this rate
and recoup themselves as best they could. It is easy to
understand how this again fell heavily on the Raiat,

It was not long before the benefit of the revenue reform
made itself felt all over the dominions. Not only did
the revenue increase, but the cultivator once more became
prosperous, barren lands became fruitful, and villages,
some of which had been deserted for over a hundred
years, again became inhabited.

The next step was to introduce a system of revenue
survey through which the Government undertook to deal
with the Raiat directly. Somewhat later a school for
the training of revenue officers was temporarily estab-
lished. This was done at the suggestion of the Director